This article represents a replication and extension of a previous study by Israel and her 
The substantial growth in research investigations continues to In accordance with the original study, a social network is defined &dquo;as a specific set of linkages among a defined set of persons with the additional property that the characteristics of these linkages as a whole be used to interpret the social behavior of the person involved&dquo;2' (p. 2). A social network is comprised of numerous characteristics along three broad dimensions :27,18 structure-links in the overall network, e.g., size and density; interaction-the nature of the linkages themselves, e.g., frequency of interaction, reciprocity, geographic dispersion; and the functions which networks provide, e.g., emotional support, tangible aid and services, access to new social ties.
Therefore, a social network refers to human interactions, some assesses an individual's position on two independent dimensions-positive affect and negative affect; psychological well-being is the extent to which positive feelings outweigh negative feelings.
Control Variables
As in the orininal study, several variables were treated as controls in the present research. In the replication study, comparable measures were used to assess marital status, family income level, employment status, and perceived health status. In addi-tion, for the extension study, the demographic characteristics of age and sex were used as control variables.
RESULTS
As in the original study, the hypotheses were examined using regression analyses to test the independent effects of each of the network characteristics on psychological well-being, over and above any effects of the control variables. Two complete sets of analyses were carried out; the replication study involving the subsample of white women between the ages of 60 
